
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
     
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Class Representatives 
 
1953 - Jackie (Brown) Kenny  
JKYKNY@aol.com  
 
 
1954 – Betsy (Neff) Cote  
betsycote@verizon.net  
 
 
1955 – Nancie (Anderson) Weber 
nancieT@verizon.net 
 
 
 
1956 - Edie (Williams) Wingate 
WingW@aol.com  
 
 

1957 –Shirley (Huff) Dulski 
 shuffy2@msn.com  
 
 
 
 1958 – Pat (Terpening) Owen 
CHS1958@sbcglobal.net  
 
 

 
1959 – John “Mike” Hall 
MGHall@Q.com   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1960 - Ren Briggs 
rpbjr@frontiernet.net 
 
 
 
1961 - Betsy (Schley) Slepetz  
bslepetz@comcast.net  
 
 

1962 - Dona (Hale) Ritchie 
DonaRitchi@aol.com  
 

  

____________________________________ 
 

Thank you 
 

As we start this new year I want to take this 
opportunity to wish all of you a very Happy New 
Year, and say “Thank You” to all of you that have 
contributed to this newsletter over the years. Your 
input, stories and pictures of that so very special 
time in our lives has been what has kept us together 
over the years. Without you there would be no 
newsletter. You have my undying gratitude. You, 
and all our classmates, were, and will always be, a 
very unique and special group of people 
    ____________________________________ 
 

Reminders 
 
1.  We'd love to be able to remember everyone's 
maiden and married names and the year they 
graduated.  Unfortunately, we can't, so  
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when you send a note for the newsletter (or just a 
note), please remember to put both your married 
and maiden name (and if you used another name at 
Bushy, include that also), also the year you 
graduated.  Thanks. 
  
2.  If you stop receiving the newsletter, it's probably 
not because Gary stopped publishing it.  It's because 
your e-mail address bounced back, and without it 
we're not able to get the newsletter to you.  
Therefore, if you're going to be changing you’re e-
mail address please let us know so we can change it 
in our lists.  Thanks. 
 
Editors Note:  When sending articles and/or 
pictures to Pat Owen for the newsletter please 
use nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net email address. 
DO NOT USE HER OTHER ONE. She only uses 
that one once a month anything sent there may 
or may not get into the next issue of the 
newsletter. 
 
   __________________________________ 
 
 

    
 
New Email address: 

 
Robert “Bob” Drop (55) 
gopdrd@msn.com  
 
Bob & Priscilla Drop have moved from 
the cabin in Manchester.  No more post 

office box. 
 
7199 SW Dunraven Lane 
 Port Orchard, WA 98367 
 
 

Steve Eng (58) 
 redbudthree@yahoo.com   
 
2230 SW Vermont St 
Portland, OR 97219     
 

 
  __________________________________ 
 

 

 
 
I received the following from Pat Owen.  Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to Mr. Janusz and the 
family. 
 
Gary - just got word that Eleanor Janusz passed 
away on December 3, 2011.  She was the wife of 
faculty member, Frank Janusz.  Services and burial 
were in Newfane, Vermont.  Cards can be sent to 
Frank at: 
148 Lilac Drive 
Brick, NJ 08724-1316 
 

Frank Janusz (Faculty) 
frankjanusz1@comcast.net  
 
My wife, Eleanor, passed away on 
Dec. 3. She was very much a part of 
Bushy Park activities during our tenure 

at Central High, even acting as one of the 
chaperones on the 1961 Senior Class trip to Naples 
and Rome. 

 
Noel (Ahlbum) Bailey (59)  
 bai-ey@juno.com  
 
 I heard recently that Frank Janusz's 
wife, Eileen, has died, and was buried 
in VT. He contacted me because he 

has family in Chicopee, MA, near where my 
daughter lives, and had hoped that we might get 
together. The timing did not work out for a visit on 
this trip to MA for either of us, but I hope that next 
time he's in Chicopee I could get down there and 
see him. He offered a copy of Vapor Trails that I 
was grateful to get, and that started the conversation 
that led to this MA connection.                              
____________________________________ 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

Memories of Bushy 

Classmates Who Have 
Transferred To The 
Eternal Duty Station 
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     _____________________________________ 
  
   
 
 
 
 

Jerry Kelly (58) 
JKelly1597@aol.com  
 
.Hi Gary:  The attached picture is of me, 
Jerry Kelly and Oren Weldon Jones both 

of class of 58. 
 

 
 
I live in Albuquerque NM and was fortunate enough 
to make contact with Oren who was here visiting 
relatives in the area.  We met up at a local casino 
for a beer and talk about getting older and of the 
time spent at Bushy Park.  Oren is on the right. 
 
I arrived at Bushy Park in November of 56 and 
stayed in the dorm for about a month before bus 
service was extended out to Beaconsfield.  We were 
stationed at the base at High Wycombe and when 
the new base housing was opened we moved on 
base.  Our unit was just a short distance from the 
main gate. 
 
I don't remember ever missing a day of school 
because of fog or bad weather.  I think that there 
were around 15 of us that took the bus from High 
Wycombe and Beaconsfield and the ride was close 
to an hour and a half each way. 
 
We started with an older type bus that must have 
been pre-war with a young nut for a driver but later  

 
we got to ride in a modern motor coach with an 
older driver who was a Dunkirk veteran and a real 
nice guy.   
 
One thing that has stuck in my mind was when 
arriving back in High Wycombe we would come to 
a round-a-bout and would bear to the left and would 
sometimes have to stop for the traffic and there was 
some sort of an office there with only the sidewalk 
separating the coach from the office.  On occasion 
the coach would be stopped right opposite a 
window with a young lady sitting there.  She was 
around 18 with dark hair and eyes and very 
attractive.  A very pleasant memory to have stuck 
with me all this time.   
         
_______________________________________ 
 

         
 
Gail Kelly (Faculty) 
martha.kelly@virgin.net  
 
Here’s a forward from my son Sean – 
apologies if you know him and have 
already received. Personal word from 

me soon – promise, Gail 
  
LONDON CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL - FROM 
THE FACULTY LOUNGE BOOK - PLUS 
UPDATE ABOUT HIGH WYCOMBE AIR 
STATION / RAF DAWS HILL PLUS TWO 
PICTURES ATTACHED) 
  
Dear Fellow Bobcats, LCHS Faculty, and other 
interested people who have been in touch over the 
years: 
 
RE: LCHS BOOK, HIGH WYCOMBE BASE 
AND SOME PICTURES 
 
After some considerable time since I first published 
it in 2007, I’m delighted to announce that From the 
Faculty Lounge, the book  I wrote about London 
Central High School, is now back in print as a 2nd 
printing edition with a very brief final page update. 

Mini 
Reunions 
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I had a number of requests from Bobcats and 
parents and some base people about buying copies – 
it only had a very limited print edition when it 
originally came out and it was difficult to obtain.    
After all this time it’s at last been possible to enable 
a second edition print with the kind involvement of 
independent publisher Bayberry Books  
www.bayberrybooks.com   They handle all kinds of 
independent publishing work. For those of you who 
haven’t seen it – it’s about the 60-year history of the 
LCHS at its three campuses (Bushy Park, Bushey 
Hall and Daws Hill/High Wycombe) and includes 
interviews/memories from about 30 principals, 
teachers and staff from over the years plus some 
pictures.  
 
Anyway, for those of you who still want to, you 
should now be able to obtain the book at Amazon 
at: 
http://www.amazon.com/Faculty-Lounge-2nd-Sean-
Kelly/dp/1466474335/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UT
F8&qid=1322270118&sr=1-1  
 
You can also talk to them about bulk orders should 
you be interested. 
 
NEWS ABOUT HIGH WYCOMBE AIR 
STATION & LCHS CAMPUS: 
 
As some of you may have already learned but I can 
formally confirm – the High Wycombe base has 
now been sold to one of the UK’s leading 
housebuilders.  A few of the details are contained in 
the update but the essential deal is that the base will 
be redeveloped largely as housing. 
 
I have been fortunate enough to be allowed by 
Britain’s Ministry of Defence to visit the base on a 
number of occasions since it closed in 2007  and I 
hope to continue to follow its swords-to-
ploughshares redevelopment – sad as it personally 
is.  It remains a lovely base – now deserted. I can 
tell you that it’s an eerie feeling to walk around and 
see muntjack deer, pigeons and foxes as the prime 
residents!   The hallway in  he 900s (or the ‘1900s’ 
when the US Navy took over the base) seems a little 
smaller than I recall it as a kid – perhaps that’s just 
because I’m a little larger!    Those of you who 
attended the LCHS reunion in 2009 in San Diego 
will know that my brothers and I got permission to  

 
save the Bobcat sign from the school building – and 
that has now gone to the American Overseas High 
Schools Society (it was signed by lots of Bobcats on 
the last night of the event).   
 
I’m also pleased to report that a sign that was put up 
on the Sports Field in more recent years  naming it 
the Taylor Lewis Field – after Coach Lewis.  
Moreover it was able to be repatriated and was sent 
to the brother and sister-in-law of Coach Lewis.  I 
believe they may also send eventually it on to the 
AOSHS. 
 
OTHER: 
 
Some of you will know that I am working on 
second book – this one about some of the old USAF 
and US Navy bases mostly around London – a 
number of which will be familiar to you and your 
parents. This one will be about the bases themselves 
and those who served on them.  It’s been my 
intention to try and capture memories of these 
places for posterity.   I intend to be able to make a 
more detailed announcement about this in early 
2012.  Places like West Ruislip and Eastcote and the 
US Navy HQ are now gone but I don’t want the 
memories of those locations to be lost. 
 
PICTURES: 
 
I have attached two pictures from LCHS at High 
Wycombe – one is the stalwart view down the 900s 
block. The other is how nature has started winning 
over mankind.  These actually taken in 2009 just 
two years after the base closed.    
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To give you another example of a ‘world without 
us’, those of you who remember the old Starlight 
Theatre on base may recall the back actors and crew 
entrance and that little staircase down  – it was 
filled to the brim with leaves the last time I saw it - 
and the gutters around the roof of the buildings had 
small trees- some 2 to 3 feet high – growing in 
them! 
 
Please feel free to get in touch with me if you want 
to know particular aspects about High Wycombe or 
some of the other old bases and I’ll try and answer 
you.  There’s lots of people I haven’t sent this to, so 
feel free to send on.  It may be the spur for you to 
get in touch.   
 
My best to you all. 
Sean Kelly  (LCHS ‘78)  
 

     
 Robert “Bob” Kulesh (55) 
 rkulesh@msegrip.com  
 

 
Thanks for getting me back on the regular mailing 
list… 
 
I have just returned from a 10 day trip to Tokyo… 
I have recently been appointed to the District Export 
Council here in Southern CA. This is a group of 
civilian business people , appointed by the Secretary 
of Commerce, whose mission is to help companies 
develop export sales. 
 
Last year our company received “The President’s 
Award for Excellence in Export.” One of 15 
companies throughout the country who have 
developed export programs that help maintain or 
even improve employment. 
 
It was quite an honor to go to DC and be honored 
by then Secretary of Commerce Gary Locke at a 
ceremony at the Dept. of Commerce auditorium. 
Life is good..       
___________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suzanne “Snookie” (Garrison) Mayo 
(58) 
sgmayo54@att.net  
 
I so enjoyed this Christmas issue.  I 
noted that Marian Lane Bailey has 

family here in San Jose, so I hope to write her and 
maybe we can get together in the future.  She was 4 
years behind me, but obviously, we will have a few 
things in common. 
 
You have a wonderful Christmas and New Year, 
and will hope to read more interesting stories from 
our classmates. 

 
Heidi (Roberton) Penfield (60) 
bkwrm6006@yahoo.com  
 
Dear Gary, 

Letters to the 
Editor 
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Just a note to say thank you for all the time and hard 
work you put in to creating and sharing your 
Central High newsletter.  This month's is 
particularly festive!  Would also like to take this 
opportunity to wish you and yours a very merry 
Christmas and happy holiday season. 

 
Penny (Schmid) Shoppel (61) 
stknpenny@sbcglobal.net  
 
Hello Pat, 
Just wanted to say thank you for the 

work you do.....and also Gary of course.  
 
I graduated from Lakenheath in 1961, but spent my 
junior year at Bushy after a sophomore year at 
Bitburg, Germany and freshman year in Amarillo, 
TX. After living in Stockton, CA for the past 30 
years, I am still meeting people who cannot believe 
I went to 4 high schools in 4 years! So many of my 
friends here are native Stocktonians and have never 
lived in another city.  
 
I enjoy reading the articles sent in by our very 
successful classmates. Most I don't remember, but 
there were a few who started in Germany and then 
went to "my" high schools in England. I will try to 
carve out some time to send a short article for the 
issue next month. I have to look at my scrapbook 
and yearbook to jog my memory. I did have an 
interesting group of roommates at the dorm at 
Bushy....a six girl room with 3 sets of bunk beds! 
Thank you once again. 
 
Penny Ohrman Bernstein (61) no picture available 
premierevent@charleston.net  
 
Gary, I just rec'd the Dec. newsletter. I want to 
thank you for all your work on the newsletter.  
Always a treat.  I do one each Dec. for the 56-61 
classes of Bitburg.  I gather news throughout the 
year then send out the letter but to do it every month 
is HUGE!!!! 
 
Attached is a picture of the memorial at Arlington 
Cemetery for the 9/11 victims.  When I was there in 
August I found this memorial near my father's 
grave.  It is in memory of the 184 who died at The 
Pentagon on 9/11 - military and civilians.  The 
military that they could identify have individual  

 
graves - about 69 of them - in three rows in front of 
the monument.  Others are buried here in a mass 
grave and all of their names are on the monument.   
 
I was back there again Thanksgiving Sunday to take 
the widow of my father's best friend to her 
husband's grave, to visit my father's and to show 
Lillian and my husband the 9/11 grave.  I believe it 
is in Section 64. Well worth going to.  I just thought 
in view of the person who visited all three sights 
this year that you might like to have this picture. 
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