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CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
 
 

  1953 – Volunteer Requested 
 
 

 
1954 – Betsy (Neff) Cote 
betsycote@Atlanticbb.net 
 
 

 
  1955 –  Volunteer Requested 

 
 
 
1956 – Edie (Williams) Wingate 
WingW@aol.com 
 
 

 
 
1957 – Shirley (Huff) Dulski 
sedulski@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 

 
1958 – Pat (Terpening) Owen 
nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
1959 – John “Mike” Hall 
MGHall446@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
1960 – Ren Briggs 
rpbjr@frontiernet.net 
 
 
 
 
1961 – Betsy (Schley) Slepetz 
bslepetz@comcast.net 
 
 

 
 
1962 – Dona (Hale) Ritchie 
Dona.Ritchie@att.net
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A little reminder to all –if/when you change your email address, please let Pat Terpening 
nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net  or me know, if you want to continue to receive the newsletter. 
Too many times we only find out when you send us an email saying you haven’t received 
the newsletter in few months. Thanks, for your assistance. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Memories of Bushy Park       
 
 
Robert Harrold (60) maintains a Bushy Park website at 
BushyPark.org Among the things you can see at this 
website is a “Guestbook”, in which many website visitors 
have left comments. There are many entries, dating back to 
April 2007.   
Here is a direct link: Bushy Park Guest Book 
 
 
 
Vere, James and Jerry Timmons in England 
I am their younger sister. All of my brothers attended Bushy Park. I found some photos 
during that time. If Vere hasn't sent them to you already, here are some. My father was a 
Captain (I believe) during our four years in England.  
I attended the Ruislip Air Force base American elementary school and so never made it to 
Bushy Park. We lived off base in the little town of Ickenham, which I got to visit last year. 
The house has changed addresses and now is a pensioners' home made into apartments and 
the government built a whole bunch of similar apartment style homes around it on the 12 
acres that used to be our backyard, but otherwise the town still looked the same as I 
remembered it. Our house had at least 16 rooms and my father leased it from an elderly lady 
who claimed to be an Earl's daughter. However, since she used to regularly rummage 
through our garbage cans, I doubted that this was true. The town of Ickenham held the 
annual Village Faire in our backyard every year as a condition of our lease. This was great 
for us kids, as we got to get in for free every day.  
 

Sincerely, 
Janice Timmons (60) Archimede 
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### 
 

From: Jean Lack (59) Griffing, Senior Class Vice President 
 

Some of these are pictures of the first Class (1959) trip to Rome by LCHS 
students and their teachers.  Some of us were fascinated with the 
Colosseum/Coliseum and spent extra time there.  In those days you could 
wander around at will all through the place.  Now, I understand, it is closed, 
and you have to obtain entrance. In these Colosseum pictures are, Jerry 

Sandham, Sharron Mace, Donna Lee Jones, and me.  One picture is at a Mediterranean 
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beach where we had a wonderful time. Maybe some of you can identify the students. We had 
an audience with the Pope, saw Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling and much more.  We 
visited the Catacombs, many fountains, movies, ate greasy pizza from vendors on the streets, 
etc.  I am enclosing some passes/tickets to different places we went.  Perhaps some of you can 
identify them.  We had a nice group dinner every evening in the hotel, frequently went on 
outings as a group and had plenty of free time.  Our teachers arranged our tours well as it 
was truly inclusive of the important places to visit. 
  
Our English class had another trip closer to home.  We went to the theater, the Old Vic 
Company.  I’ve included the front of the 
program for the play we attended, “The 
Tragedy of Julius Caesar” by William 
Shakespeare. Personally, I really enjoyed 
the inexpensive, great theater I had access to 
in London. My friends and I often went, as 
well as my family. 
  
Speaking of Shakespeare, do any of you 
remember our English teacher, Mr. Law?  I 
loved his wonderful, deep voice when he 
read the “Canterbury Tales” and various 
selections from Shakespeare.  I thought 
surely he was from Scotland, but found out 
later he was just like us from the States. 
And, there was Mr. Janusz trying to prepare 
us for the future in his Social Science 
Class.  For some reason we mostly called it 
government class.  So many students gave a 
sigh of relief when there were no more 
reports to do for his class.  What wonderful 
teachers we had.  I must also mention Miss 
McFadden, a great math teacher. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 
 

Mini-reunion - Bushy Park Class of ‘57 

 
Vaikai Brown and Bill (Grable) Rees 
 
 

### 
 
THANK YOU to both of you, Pat and Bill!  What a wonderful newsletter and insight into 
some of our parents lives during the war.  I keep all the copies of Bushy Tales but this one 
for sure is a keeper.  All of us should be proud of what our fathers did - and our mothers 
who moved constantly and kept the family going. 
  

Happy Veteran's Day! 
  

Penny Ohrman (61) Bernstein  
 

### 
 

The stories about Bushy Park parents in WWII was moving and 
fabulous.  Printed out for my kids to read.  We had fabulous parents and 
experiences.  How lucky we have been and thanks to all who shared.  My father 
came in after the war and flew in the Berlin Airlift-many interesting stories for 
him and us.  I am a Military brat and very proud of it too. 
 

Judith Samms (59) Stanford 
 

### 
 
From: Mike Murphy (58) 
 

My father, James Thomas Murphy, T/Sgt, USAF, retired after 28 years of service. 
He entered the Army Air Corps in 1931, where he was assigned to Schofield 
Barracks (Pearl Harbor). Originally, he was on the flight line. After some time, 
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he resigned from the military to pursue a career in music. He worked with several big names 
like Benny Goodman and others. When World War II started, he re-entered the military 
and was assigned to the West Point Military Academy Band.  He was the Major Domo (Drum 
Major) and was part of "The Long Grey Line". He then transitioned to the Air Force and 
went to Howard AFB, Panama Canal Zone. He was in Special Services. During his career he 
was at Homestead AFB, Orlando AFB, Ft. Wolters Mineral Wells, TX, Opa-locka, FL, where 
he was in charge of closing the old 'blimp base'. Then to Tyndall AFB. After that he had two 
un-accompanied tours to Thule AFB, Greenland and Goose Bay, Labrador. His next 
assignment was to England - Croft and West Drayton in Staines. He retired from service in 
1960.  
 

All his sons retired from the military. Jim as a T/Sgt, Jack as a M/Sgt, Mike (me) as a Master 
Chief (Navy) and George as a Sgt Major. Three out of four boys were/are Vietnam veterans. 
 

Judy Risler's dad retired as a Chief M/Sgt with 30 years of service.  
 

 
** 

From Judy Risler (60) Murphy: 
 

My dad, C/MSgt Kenneth P. Risler, retired from the AF in 1972.  The clearest 
memories I have of him was when he got stationed on Okinawa in 1952.  From 
there we went to Sheppard AFB in Wichita Falls, Texas where he was an 
instructor on in-flight refueling.  Then we went to England, at first at 

Molesworth for a couple of months, then at Alconbury for a couple of months, and finally at 
Sculthorpe, where he worked on the flight-line.  Three years later, after returning to the 
states, he was again assigned to Sheppard AFB, then back to England, this time to High 
Wycombe, from which he and my mom did a lot traveling, especially to Germany. Back in 
the states again, this time to Amarillo AFB, Texas.  It was there he made S/MSgt and then 
C/MSgt.  While serving as a C/MSgt he was assigned to setting up schools all over the world 
to train ground crews for various aircraft.  He retired after 30 years, to live in Payson, 
Arizona, and passed away in 1992.  I wish I knew more about what he did, and when he did 
it, but, like most teenagers, I never paid much attention to those kinds of details.  I was having 
too good a time!  All I know is, he was a good man, a good father and husband, had a 
wonderful military bearing at all times, and maintained a keen sense of humor till the day 
he died from a heart attack.  There was always just the three of us, me and mom and 
dad.  And everything good about me, I can truly attribute to their love and care.  I had a 
wonderful life with both of them, and if everyone had as good a time as I did throughout my 
childhood, and teenage years, there would never have been any juvenile delinquency! 
 

### 
 

From:  Suzanne Garrison (54) Mayo 
 

This was the best issue ever.  I loved all the stories of our classmates’ 
fathers/mothers etc.  My brother, Pete, would be able to come up with many 
of our father’s stories, if he was still here. I have some great pictures, but 
don’t know how to get them to you? 

Our father, Col. Flint Garrison, Jr, was sent to North Africa in 1942. He was the command 
pilot and his orders were to take 24 planes (maybe B-26’s) to Algiers on a certain date. Daddy 
refused to leave on the specific date until he had 24 of the best navigators available. This was 
due to the fact that the Army Air Corp had been losing planes on their way to North Africa 
because of poor navigation and missing their refueling island. 
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They finally got underway, flew to Brazil and from there cross the Atlantic to the Azores 
where all 24 were successful in landing to refuel and continue onto their destination. 
My father wasn’t popular with his commanding officer for his refusal when ordered, but he 
did receive a commendation for getting everyone safely to North Africa. 
He was the commanding officer of the base. They trained the French Air Force in flying the 
B-17, B-25, and the B-26. The French were then able to fly to Europe, bombing Italy, etc. 
Daddy did receive a Military French Cross from their government in appreciation. Guess I 
should have sent this to you for the last issue. You don’t need to use it if I’m too late, but it’s 
been good for me to remember something of daddy’s war. 
Thank you for all that you do for us, Bill. We do appreciate it. 
Love, 
Snookie  
 
Hi Bill, I’m assuming you got the pictures of my father.  #1 a P1A bi-plane. Daddy was a 
flying cadet at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Dec. 1928., #2 a T-33 Lockheed jet trainer, Buckley 
Naval Air Station, Denver, CO Sept. 1957.  Daddy had quite a sense of humor and wit and 
the 3 x 5 card says: “Illustrating 29 years development in fighter aircraft with a 
corresponding deterioration in pilot”!  #3 Daddy in his B-26 plane in North Africa. 
Use what you see fit, Bill. It will be appreciated. 
Thanks again for all you and Pat do to keep the Bushy Tales going. 
Love, 
Snookie 

 
 
 



 10 

 
### 

 
What a fun and interesting edition. Thank you. As I read each story more 
memories of my father came to the surface. I just talked about WWII. I loved 
that the others remembered from the birth of their fathers to the end of a 
career. Those were stories I knew about my father. Thank you again for asking 
us to do this. 
 

Patti Fawbush (58) Webb 
### 

 
Thank you to everyone who shared their father’s story in the Veteran’s Day 
special issue of Bushy Tales. I read them all. It truly was the greatest 
generation.  
  

Vicki Brown (61) Tidwell  
Weatherford, TX 
 

### 
 

Bill, I finally had time today to sit and read all of the wonderful stories submitted re: our 
Dads and their involvement serving our country. 
 

What amazing stories!! We can all be so very proud of their dedication to our freedom and 
protection. God Bless them, everyone!  
 
My deepest thanks to you and Pat for your dedication to keeping the newsletter 
going month after month...you are both amazing! 
 

Sherry (Cheryl Burritt (57)) Konjura 
 

### 
 
Got a query from Kimberly Balderas, who is the daughter of Cheryl Lynn Beach. I'm hoping 
that possibly one of you classmates might be able to help her.   
 

Cheryl attended Bushy Park Elementary School from 2nd through 6th grades. She lived at 
RAF West Drayton from 1954-1959).  
 

Her 6th grade teacher was Mr. Gilbreath and she says 'he looked like Liberace's twin.'   
 

Two of her friends and classmates were George Green and Raul Valdez. They did not attend 
high school at Bushy Park. 
 

Any chance that anyone who attended Bushy Park Elementary School remembers her or has 
a younger sibling who might remember her?  She'd like to reconnect with 
classmates from England.   
 

If you can help, just shoot me an e-mail.   
Thanks, 
Pat Terpening (58) Owen nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net 

 
### 
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From Ron Crowe (64): 
 

Check out the link below and see who some of the rock legends are that are supporting a 
fundraiser for our own Jerry Donahue.  Anna and I last visited Jerry on his birthday in late 
September.  While he continues to have serious health problems his cheery smile when we 
see him makes all the difference.  If you want to send Christmas cards to Jerry please send 
to me at 838 Tennyson Lane, Ventura, CA 93003 and we will deliver close to the holiday. 
 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-wiltshire-50450945 
 

### 
 

Bill, 
When Bill Cooper (William W. Cooper - class of '57) died, his daughter gave me a handful 
of laminated Mass Cards and asked me to give them to anyone from Bushy who remembered 
Bill and would like to have one. I still have 15 of those cards and would be happy to mail 

them to the first 15 people who contact me about getting one of them. If there 
is anyone out there interested, please email me at sherger2@gmail.com and be 
sure to put "Bushy Park-Bill Cooper" in the subject line so it won't go to my 
Spam Folder. Just give me your name and mailing address and I'll send one of 
the cards to you. 
 

Sherry (Cheryl Burritt '57) Konjura 
 

### 
 

From: Marcia Craver (53) Thomas  
 

Thanks..........got it straightened out anyway.  By the way, this issue was so 
wonderful. I am so amazed at the excellence of these fathers, all part of the 
greatest generation. We can thank our lucky stars for these men who saved our 
country for us to enjoy for the many decades we've been around!   Also, sorry 

to see that Jackie will not being doing the ‘53 class anymore...........she was always so helpful 
and good at what she did...blessings to her and her family......thanks again. 
 

### 
 

From: Ellis Edward Young (58) 
 

Now it’s time for stories about Bushy students that enlisted and served in the 
American military. Same sort of format as this one.  
 
 

** 
Hi, Ellis: 
 

Thanks for your email. Have you hacked Pat’s and my email accounts?  ; )  
Pat and I were just talking about doing this for next May. Maybe we should not wait that 
long. Time is running out for many, sadly. 
 

Go for it, my friend! 
 

Bill Rumble (57) Your Editor  
 
[Editor’s Note: Please see announcement in email to which this newsletter was 
attached for more on this topic!] 
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From: Pat Terpening (58) Owen 
 
I'd like to say thanks to everyone who's submitted articles for the newsletter. We couldn't 
keep it going without your input. Keep it up!  Pat 
 
 

--FINIS-- 


