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CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
 
1953 – Mariann (Walton) 
            McCornack  
mgm2010@comcast.net 
 

  
 

 
1954 – Betsy (Neff) Cote 
betsycote@Atlanticbb.net 
 
 

 
  1955 –  Volunteer Requested 

 
 
 
1956 – Edie (Williams) Wingate 
WingW@aol.com 
 
 

 
 
1957 – William Douglas 
rwmdouglas@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
 

 
1958 – Pat (Terpening) Owen 
nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
1959 – John “Mike” Hall 
MGHall446@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
1960 – Ren Briggs 
rpbjr@frontiernet.net 
 
 
 
 
1961 – Betsy (Schley) Slepetz 
bslepetz@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
1962 – Dona (Hale) Ritchie 
Dona.Ritchie@att.net
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A little reminder to all –if/when you change your email address, please let Pat Terpening 
(58) Owen nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net  or me know, if you want to continue to receive the 
newsletter. Too many times we only find out when you send us an email saying you haven’t 
received the newsletter in few months. Thanks, guys. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Question: 
 

Is there anyone who is receiving the “Bushy Tales” newsletter, and is a paying member of 
Classmates, who would like to try to help locate missing classmates?  If so, please contact 
Pat Terpening (58) Owen at nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net, and I will be more than happy to 
give you the list of classmates to contact.  
 

Thanks, Pat 
 
 

### 
 
 

 
Classmates that Pat Terpening (58) Owen has recently located: 
 

Raymond Chandonnet (54) 
 
Hello Pat:  Ray Chandonnet here: Class of 1954!  I am open to getting back in 
connection. Not certain how many of my classmates are still around this earth 
of ours, but I am hanging in there at 84 years old!!  My address as you have it 
is correct. 

 

Thank you for contacting with me.  I will be interested in learning if I still have any 
Contacts.  Open to hearing how we are all doing?  Best Well! Best of health to you! 
 

### 
 
 

 
 
Lura Hurley (55) Hancock, N. Ft Myers, FL 
 
 
 

 
### 
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Eugene Clifford Cain (53), Ft. Worth, TX  
 
    Hello, Bushy Park High school. I’m contacting you on behalf of my Dad, 

Eugene Clifford Cain, class of 1953. He received a newsletter from Pat Terpening (58) 
Owen a little over one month ago. My Dad does not use the Internet, but really liked the 
newsletter. He is 85 years old and doing well. He loves tinkering with old cars, his 

Volkswagen’s, building model airplanes, and if this Covid Virus 
goes away, I hope we can go fishing again. He would love to be 
on the mailing list. He asked me to ask about a Classmate 
friend of his who lives in Chicago. His name is Budge “Lynn” 
Hedman. He may have taken his stepfather’s name, he used to 
talk to him from time to time but has not heard from him in 
some time.  
 

Here is a picture of Eugene Clifford Cain and me. He would 
love to receive your newsletters. Thank you have a great day!!!! 
Kevin Cain  

 
### 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gemma Gamble (54) Rettman    
 

I was asked to report the passing of one of our dear classmates from the class 
of 1954, Gemma (Gamble) Rettmann.  She passed away on September 16, 
2020 in Eugene, OR.  If you ever attended one of the gatherings of Bushy 
Park classes of 1953, 54, and 55 you probably remember Gemma as the 
friendly lady who signed classmates into each reunion, helped set up the 

displays, or wrote glowing articles of each reunion for the Bushy Park Tales.  I personally 
have good memories of Gemma and I marching down the aisle together at our Class of 1954 
Graduation.  And also, the wonderful visit I paid to Gemma and her husband Dale, at their 
home in Eugene, OR in the year of 2018.  The reason I flew out to visit them was that they 
were unable to travel by air anymore, and they wished so much to see classmates from Bushy 
Park.  We had a wonderful mini-reunion and I drove them to see the coast of Oregon, which 
they wanted to see once more.   
Those of us who knew and loved Gemma will miss her so much. 
 

Billie (Culp) Bules, Class of 1954 
 
[Editor’s Note: Gemma (Gamble) Rettman was Vice-President of Class 1954] 
 

Classmates Who 
Have Transferred to 

the Eternal Duty 
Station 
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### 
 
 

Robert G. Stephens (55)   
March 31, 1937 – August 31, 2016  
  
 
Lake Placid, NY: August 31, 2016. Bob was born March 31, 1937 in Annapolis, 
Maryland to George R. and Muriel B. Stephens. He spent his early childhood at 

West Point Military Academy before going off to Northwood School in Lake Placid. He still 
is the only athlete from there to letter in 5 varsity sports in one year. 
 

He then went to Ithaca College, graduating with his 
degree and being named to Who's Who of College 
Students. Following college, he enlisted in the Army and 
started his illustrious 30 year career. 

 

He taught at Hilton High School for 30 years, helping 
start the football program and bringing in girls’ sports. 

 

In 2004, he was the recipient of both the Northwood 
School Alumni Community Award and the Lake Placid 
Ambulance Volunteer of the Year Award. In 2012, he 

was the recipient of the James P. Fullerton Award. In 2013, he received the US Flag that was 
flown over the US Military Academy at West Point in his honor for 30 years. Bob was 
predeceased by both parents, his first wife, Carol, and his sister, D'Arcy. 
 

He is survived by his wife, Lilla; his children, Robert Jr. (Choi-ling) Stephens, Beth (Chris) 
Cassidy, Karen Stephens, Gordon Stephens, Sue (Gary) Watson, Bill (Margo) MacNeil & 
Katy (Pete) Nestor; his 8 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren. 
 
 

### 
 
 

John Edward Matthias Enroth, Jr. (56)  
November 19, 1938 – September 4, 2020  
 

John Edward Matthias Enroth was born on November 19, 1938 and passed 
away on  
September 4, 2020 and is under the care of Melcher Mortuary Mission Chapel 
& Crematory, Mesa, AZ  

 

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the death of John Edward Matthias Enroth Jr. 
(Mesa, Arizona), who passed away on September 4, 2020, at the age of 81, leaving to mourn 
family and friends. Leave a sympathy message to the family in the guestbook on this 
memorial page of John Edward Matthias Enroth Jr. to show support. 
 

*** 
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Dear Bill,   
 

This is to let you and all the Bushy Park members know that John Enroth died 4 September 
2020.   
 

I can tell you that he remembered Bushy Park with most fond memories; as a Navy Brat and 
Air Force wife, I have to tell you that I always felt more at home at your reunions than I ever 
did at the one civilian reunion I went to.  Thank you for all the wonderful memories. 
 

John really loved his time in England, but especially the friends he made at Bushy 
Park.  Thank you all for that. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Clare Enroth 
 

### 
 
 

Robert Phifer (57)     
 

Hi Pat. This is Wendy, Bob's wife. I wanted to let you know that Bob passed 
away on July 26th in 2018. He had cancer. So, thank you for your email and 
take good care.  
 

Wendy Phifer 
 
 

### 
 
 

Patricia Bradley (59) Thompson  
 

Patricia Ann Bradley Thompson, 74, passed away at her home surrounded by 
her family on Sunday, April 3, 2016. Pat was preceded in death by her 
husband, Frank Thompson, daughter, Kathy Thompson, great-
granddaughter, Faith Thompson, her parents; Sybil and Brad Bradley and 
one brother Bill Bradley. A native of Pensacola, Florida, she traveled with her 

father, who was a Navy officer. She studied to be a nurse as a second career and worked at 
Baptist Hospital. She was a cheerful person and also a fighter, who enjoyed reading and 
caring for her family. She is survived by her daughter, Robin Gordy, and her best friend / 
sister, Ladola Murphey, two grandsons; Charles (Amanda) Thompson, Nicholas Gordy and 
his fiancée, Misty, five great-grandchildren; Tommy, Mychael, Zac, Kelsey and Sarah. 
Graveside services were held April 8, 2016 at Barrancas National Cemetery in Pensacola, 
Florida. 
 
 

### 
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Dr. Charles 
Thomson Allen, III 
(60)  
November 30, 1942 - 
October 4, 2019 

 
Dr. Charles Thomson Allen, III of Dothan, Alabama passed away on Friday, October 4, 
2019 at his residence. He was 76. 
 

Charles was born on November 30, 1942 in St. Joseph, Mo. He graduated in 1960 from North 
Fulton High School in Atlanta, Ga. After high school, he attended Auburn University and 
graduated in 1964. Charles served as a Captain in the United States Marine Corp during the 
Vietnam War and received two Purple Hearts for his service. After serving his country, he 
graduated from dental school at the Medical College of Virginia in Richmond. He practiced 
dentistry in Dothan, Alabama until his retirement in 2008. Charles enjoyed many hobbies, 
but his passion was the outdoors and woodworking. He was a faithful member of Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church where he became a Christian in 2004 and enjoyed the Men’s Sunday School 
Class led by Johnny Oppert. 
 

Charles was preceded in death by his parents, Charles T. Allen, Jr. and Juliette Cross Allen; 
and a grandson, Hunter Allen Killebrew. 
 

Survivors include his wife, Carolyn Bryars Allen; three children, Mike (Amy) Allen of 
Laurel, Ms., Laura (Kenny) Stewart of Dothan, Al., and Hank (Dowe) Allen of Auburn, Al.; 
seven grandchildren, Bryars (Elizabeth) Allen of Hattiesburg, Ms., Myrick (Ashliegh) Allen 
of Laurel, Ms., Victoria (Tyler) Bryant of Laurel, Ms., Thomson Killebrew of Dothan, Al., 
Bricken Allen, Emily Allen and Henry Allen of Auburn, Al.; and two great grandchildren. 
A memorial service with military honors was held on October 7, 2019 at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church with the Reverend Ray Jones and Reverend Mike Allen officiating.  
 

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting contributions to Ridgecrest Baptist Church 
Building Fund, and Covenant Hospice of Dothan, Al. 
 
 

### 
 

 
Thomas Robert Daener (60) 
January 5, 1941 – May 13, 2020 
 
Thomas Robert Daener was born on January 5, 1941 and passed away on May 
13, 2020 and is under the care of Doane Beal & Ames. 
 

 
### 
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Rozann Brodney (61) Feldheim 
 
Rozann (Rosie) Feldheim, age 74, passed away peacefully at 
her home on October 14, 2017. She is survived by her beloved 
husband of 51 years, Richard, children John, Robby and 
Tracey Lee (Whitt), two grandchildren, Amanda and Robby, 

a niece and nephew, cousins and literally hundreds of friends. In 1961, Rosie entered the 
University of Arizona where she met the love of her life, Richard. In 1963, she transferred to 
USC from which she graduated in 1965 with a degree in education. She and Richard married 
in 1966 at her parents' home in Beverly Hills. After a honeymoon traveling Europe on $5 a 
day, Rosie and Richard returned to Tucson where he was attending law school and where 
Rosie taught third grade at Catalina Foothills School. They moved to New York City in 1967, 
where she also taught third grade. Her first child, John, was born in 1969. In 1970 their 
second child, Robby, was born and soon after they moved to Richard's hometown of 
Maplewood, New Jersey. Rosie was an incredibly active person who began teaching aerobics 
in New Jersey in 1971, and ultimately became an instructor's instructor. Their third child, 
Tracey, was born in 1974. After moving to Phoenix in 1978, Rosie continued to teach 
aerobics. Rosie, in addition to her aerobics classes, hiked the Grand Canyon many times, 
both with and without Richard, regularly hiked Camelback Mountain and Piestewa Peak, 
hiked across England with a friend leaving Richard at home to take care of the children, was 
a volunteer at the Musical Instrument Museum and the Arizona Historical Society, traveled 
to Israel with a group from Congregation Beth Israel in 2010, visited Jamaica, Hawaii, Costa 
Rica, Ireland and Scotland. In 1996, the Feldheims bought a home in Hailey, Idaho, which 
she completely "Rosiefied" meaning filled with vibrant colors, flowers and more flowers, 
Pierre Deux, ruffles and laces, all which Rosie loved and showed her zest for life. Rosie never 
had an unkind word to say about anyone and was constantly upbeat. To know Rosie was to 
love her, and as her family and legion of friends will testify, she returned that love in spades. 
Simply stated, mere words are impossible to properly convey just how wonderful Rosie was, 
and how greatly she will be missed. Those she leaves behind are comforted by the knowledge 
that her memory and her smile will be with them forever. A Memorial Service was held at 
Congregation Beth Israel on October 19, 2017. 
 
 

### 
 
Robert E. Brain (62) 
 

On April 4, 2008, Robert Edward Brain, beloved father of David Brain and 
wife Allison, Dori Hardee and husband Ashley, grandfather of Calvin and 
Laurel Brain, Noah Hardee, also survived by brother Willard Brain and wife 
Vicky. 

 

Family and friends gathered on April 9, 2008 at Sonoma's Bar & Grille, 7284 Cradlerock 
Way, Owen Brown Village Center, Columbia. MD. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be 
made in his memory to: Make a Wish Foundation. Service entrusted to Witzke Funeral 
Home, Inc., Columbia, MD. 

### 
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Memories of Bushy Park       
 
Robert Harrold (60) maintains a Bushy Park website at 
BushyPark.org Among the things you can see at this 
website is a “Guestbook”, in which many website visitors 
have left comments. There are many entries, dating back to 
April 2007.   
Here is a direct link: Bushy Park Guest Book 
 
 
              
 
 

### 
 

 
 
From Billie Moe (57) Crouse: 
 
Ditto on Edie's thanks, Bill, for keeping Bushy Tales going...  I only attended 
Bushy for 1 year and "dated" Bob Dorman and was later "pinned" to 
Harold Dreibelbis.... but the memories live on.  Always enjoy the 'newsletters.  

…   Best friend Sheri McClaran.   We are still in contact... she is married and living in 
Fla.      We were both at the 50-year reunion in Texas...   
Billie Moe (57) Crouse, New Mexico. 
 
 
 
 

 
Frances Dilley, Shari McClaran, Billie Moe  Harold Dreibelbis, Billie Moe 
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Left to Right: 
 
Bob Dorman, Billie Moe 
 
Jerry Ruble,  
Shari McClaran 
 
Larry Diehl,  
Frances Dilley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I have a couple "grown-up" photos of Bob, but this minute can't put my finger on them....(I 
am just finishing my dad's memoirs...   He lived to be 96 and kept diaries and wrote letters 
and recorded funny stories) The book should come out in the next month to 6 weeks.  400 or 
so pages...200 photos...It will be available on Amazon.   He lived all over the world.  I will let 
you know when it is out. Today I am pinning down a title.  
thanks for the newsletter. I always look at it.  Shari and I are still in touch. 
 

STAY WELL, Billie 
** 

 
 

The book will be out in a few weeks.  I will send a more formal notice with details just 
before release.  Pass on as you like. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Stanley A. Moe and Billie Moe Crouse (between 375 and 400 pages...100+ photos) 
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### 
 
 

From Penny Ohrman (61) Bernstein: 
 

I too took the bus from Beaconsfield but in ’56 - ‘57 timeframe.  The base housing for High 
Wycombe wasn't finished until May/June '58 so we all commuted.  I lived in Great Kings 
Hill in High Wycombe, walked a mile to the civilian bus, took it into HW, walked up the hill 
to the train station, took the train to the next stop, Beaconsfield and then caught the bus into 
Bushy.  It was almost 2 hours each way and I was 13 and thought nothing of it.  Now, can 
you see kids doing that!  But on the bus that year was David Anderson and Karen 
Cottingham - both sophomores, Jerry Kelly, me, John Clark -7th grade, Sharon "Tiny" 
Swim and I don't remember the others.  I don't believe that is Karen in the picture, but she 
receives this newsletter so she might say.  Her folks and mine were close friends for many 
years.  Sharon hasn't been found if anyone has clues. 
 

Thanks again for doing such a great job each month.  I moved to Bitburg, Germany for my 
sophomore year so don't know many from Bushy but find the newsletter interesting and 
helps to give me history of where things were at the time; teen club, etc. and great stories.   
 

Just last month I reconnected with Dorinda "Dee" Doyle who was in 8th grade w/me at 
Bushy.  Her brother is a friend of my high school classmate here in SC and Dorinda lives in 
SC now - it is a small world. 
 

Always enjoy reading the newsletter each month.  Not there long enough to know many so 
don't say a lot.  I founded the Bitburg, Germany group from ’56 – ‘63 - the first group, so 
do a lot with that.  We no longer have full reunions.  Last one was in San Antonio 5 years 
ago.  I took 70 for a full Homecoming in '92 to Munich, then up to Spangdalhem and 
Bitburg - 10 days.  Was a great trip. I had lots of military contacts then that helped 
tremendously with that one.  We used to meet every 3 years in a different city. 
 
 

### 
 
 

From Edythe Williams (56) Wingate: 
 

Bill and Pat--what a fun edition!! I marvel at the job Pat did gathering all the 
info on the Class of 53. I need to try to do the same for the class of '56. But how 
to start??  
 

It was interesting to see a Rocky Musgrave listed in the class of '53. Musgrave is 
not a common name and I can't help but wonder if Rocky was my classmate Jamie 
Musgrave's brother. Actually, it was just a few weeks ago that someone contacted me to ask 
that very question. 
 

I also enjoyed the two articles Bill Douglas '57 submitted. What a shock it must have been to 
have the young lady ask him for the pocketknife and sense that she would use it!!  Then, talk 
about going down memory lane to read about Betsy Crawford, Sheila Porter and John 
Soule'.  
 

What a trip to Paris for a 9th grader!! Thank you to Felicia Hardison for regaling us. 
 

Much appreciation to you two for keeping us all in touch--monthly even!! Thanks to all who 
take the time to contribute. It's fun to be reminded of the incredible high school experiences 
we all enjoyed because of Bushy. I must add that I went to the first reunion in Houston and 
was shocked to realize the teachers who seemed so old at the time were now not that much 
older than we were. 
 

Cheers--Edie Williams Wingate '56 
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Letters to the Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From William Husztek (59): 
 

I have gotten two of a series of mysteries whose main character is an unlikely hero, being a 
commercial fisherman on the isolated remote Outer Banks Island chain during the second 
half of the 20th Century. These books have been almost forty years in the making, as I 
worked on them in my spare time from making a living and keeping a roof over Miki's and 
my heads as I learned what I thought I knew how to do. For you technophiles I started on an 
IBM 8088 with a 30-MB hard-drive and two floppy 5-1/4" disk drives and, . . .one plug in 3" 
disk drive with hard disks, which I named "Rosie", for my own computer Rosetta Stone. 
Using the brand-new WP5.0 I was in heaven working on that first draft of Arch's start, 
moving it from paper to computer. At the end of a long day's work, I was ecstatic with my 
success when my 8088 crashed! Of course, that was my first time, and it hadn't been backed 
up. It wouldn't be my last crash and burn. But today, I'm pleased to say we made it.  
  

                                             Arch Grant Cape Hatteras Mystery Series 
                                                 Finally, on the Market with Amazon! 
                                                          In paperback and e-book. 
  

The first in the series, is; “Murder at Ocracoke, an Arch Grant Cape Hatteras Mystery.” 
For your convenience, it’s in both e-book and paperback formats. 
  

From Edythe Williams (56) Wingate: 
 

Dear 1956 classmates: 
 

When I saw the recent list of 1953 graduates that Pat Terpening (58) Owen had compiled 
I realized I needed to update the list for our class. Thanks to Glenda Fuller (56) Drake 
and Pat Owen I have two lists with lots of emails and other contact info. But I need your 
help to tidy up the lists! Then once I have an up to date roster, I will email a copy to all 
who would like to have one. 
 

Please email me your current email address and any other contact information you would 
like to share. Bonus information would be to let me know where you now live and what 
you did after leaving Bushy. I almost forgot, I would appreciate any information (like an 
email address or sadly, news of a death) you might have for other classmates. 
 

Many thanks for your help. 
 

Edie Williams (56) Wingate 
 

7716 Hackamore Drive 
Potomac, MD 20854 
wingw@aol.com 



 12 

The second book (actually third in the series), “The Farmer in The Dell Murder, an Arch 
Grant Cape Hatteras Mystery.”  Also, in both formats! Both paperbacks priced cheeep! 
$9.78. 
  

If you buy the paperback copy from me, it will by mail come with a price reduction of 
$1.78, your price, $8.00 each and be autographed by the author, me! 
  

One condition, please go to Good Reads on Amazon and write a short review. I hope you’ll 
like either/or enough to give me a five-star review. But I want you to be truthful, if you don’t 
like either of/or both books say so! As a new author, I need reviews! If I get a lot of 5-star 
reviews, my stature is better. 
  

As an extra bonus, I am cleaning up and formalizing what I have called my “Arch Grant 
Guide.”  It is a “Crib notebook” I put together as the project grew from an early short story 
in both cases where my hero first came on the scene. It became necessary for me to keep 
notes of character’s appearances in the various books, making sure I didn’t leave loose ends 
or conflicting points like their age, or spelling of a name - whatever. Each of these novels is 
in excess of 70,000 words. So, when you have that much on paper, you really have to know 
what you’ve said. 
  

For instance, is Arch right-handed or left? I honestly don’t know; he hasn’t told me yet. 
But if I had him pick up a fork to eat with his right hand in one scene, then set it down with 
his left in the next some eagle-eyed reader would catch me. Which is a bad moment for the 
reader, and an embarrassing one for the writer. 
Some of this happened in the 1st Ed. of “The Farmer, . . .” e-book. Which earned me a 
scathing and well-deserved rebuke from one critic. While other more understanding readers 
had me thanking their kind suggestions. 
  

So, the A.G. Guide will be your way to check up on me, and it will be mailed free to you as a 
Thank you gift free of charge when it is published. 
  

Coming soon. “Murder in the Great Dismal Swamp, An Arch Grant Cape Hatteras 
Mystery.” Number 2 in the series. 
  

Thanks, and good reading to each of you, 
 

Bill Husztek (59) 
  

Water Rats Cove 
Black Squirrel Cottage Enterprises 
Bill Husztek & Miki Markoff 
9031 Nelson Wood Lane 
Gloucester, Va. 23061 
 
 

### 
 
 
 

From Sherry (Cheryl) Burrit (57) Konjura: 
 

Hi Bill, this is Sherry Konjura (Cheryl "Sherry" Burritt 1957) with a career 
update: 
The past few months have been hard on all of us due to the Pandemic...those of 
us still working, suffering by the loss of that work. Some people think acting is 

just "playtime"...but it's a hard job, and when lost, leaves us suffering like everyone else out 
of work. I am so happy to report that one of my favorite Professional Theatres I've worked 
in, circa '21 in Rock Island, Illinois, is reopening this week with a Production of the comedy 
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SAVANNAH SIPPING SOCIETY. It is a play about four women, of a certain age who are 
drawn together by Fate, and an impromptu happy hour. The way they come together as life-
long friends, supporting and helping one another, is delightful and funny. I have been 
fortunate enough to be tapped to play one of those women.  
 

Our official opening night is Friday, September 11th and we will run through Saturday, 
November 7th. In the attached photo, I am 2nd from right in the yellow (the eldest member 
of the four!) 
 

To tell you the truth, I never thought I'd still have the opportunity to continue working at 
my age, but this is a real treat. We just hope and pray that Covid won't rear up and get so 
bad again that we'll be shut down. For right now, the audiences are so eager to come and are 
so appreciative. It is sad that we can't come out afterwards to see them and talk to 
them...but we are isolating, keeping a check daily on our temperatures and doing all we can 
to stay safe and well. Keeping our fingers crossed and offering up prayers!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

### 
 

From Edwina Edwards (61) Whitehead  
 
 

Dear Bill, 
  

See if you can use my article for “Bushy Tales”. 
  

Thanks, 
Edwina Edwards Whitehead 
 

“Mrs. Miniver (The Wilcoxon Speech)” 
 

When my family and I arrived in England in the mid-50’s, it had been only 5 years since 
the government had ended the severe rationing imposed on the country during the wartime 
effort, and many of their frugal habits remained.  The people had endured, and they made 
it through a time that would try their souls.  In the 50’s, they were learning to adjust to a 
new world. 
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Because of my wonderful memories of England, I never pass up the chance to watch the 
movie, “Mrs. Miniver,” as I did recently.   It is one of my favorite movies, not only because 
it reminds me of the England I so dearly love, but because it shows the best of the human 
spirit in a time of great trial.  I have come to realize that, not unlike the Miniver family, we, 
too, are going through a time of similar trial.  Threatened by the coronavirus, we are 
forced to endure a situation that threatens not only our lives, but our peace as well.  Like 
the Miniver family, we are caught up in a war that demands our participation. 
 

One of the most moving scenes in “Mrs. Miniver” is the sermon/speech given to the 
community by the vicar in the war-ravaged church.  This scene had such an impact on 
American president, Franklin D. Roosevelt, that at his request the text was broadcast over 
the Voice of America in Europe and was printed on millions of leaflets dropped over 
German-occupied territory.  Known as The Wilcoxon Speech (named after the actor who, 
not only played the vicar, but who co- wrote the speech with his director, William Wyler), 
the speech is often cited in books about Hollywood’s World War II films as an example of 
the kind of filmmaking that helped mobilize the United States to war in defense of its 
English allies. 
 

As you read the vicar’s speech, you might want to compare with what we are going through 
today—rationing accompanied with long lines (shortages and lines at the grocery store), 
bomb shelters (self-isolation, social distancing), indiscriminate bombing (deaths of young 
and old from coronavirus), separation from loved ones, worry for those in hot spots and 
more.  Here is the vicar’s speech: 
      

The Vicar: 
“We, in this quiet corner of England, have suffered the loss of friends very dear to 
us—some close to this church: George West, choir boy; James Ballard, station 
master and bell ringer and a proud winner, only one hour before his death, of the 
Belding Cup for his beautiful Miniver rose; and our hearts go out in sympathy to the 
two families who share the cruel loss of a young girl who was married at this altar 
only two weeks ago. 
The homes of many of us have been destroyed, and the lives of young and old have 
been taken. There is scarcely a household that hasn't been struck to the heart.  And 
why? Surely you must have asked yourself this question. Why in all conscience 
should these be the ones to suffer? Children, old people, a young girl at the height of 
her loveliness. Why these? Are these our soldiers? Are these our fighters? Why 
should they be sacrificed? 
I shall tell you why. 
Because this is not only a war of soldiers in uniform. It is a war of the people, of all 
the people, and it must be fought not only on the battlefield, but in the cities and in 
the villages, in the factories and on the farms, in the home, and in the heart of every 
man, woman, and child who loves freedom! 
Well, we have buried our dead, but we shall not forget them. Instead they will inspire 
us with an unbreakable determination to free ourselves and those who come after us 
from the tyranny and terror that threaten to strike us down. This is the people's war! 
It is our war! We are the fighters! Fight it then! Fight it with all that is in us, and 
may God defend the right.  
The film then closes with the congregation singing "Onward, Christian Soldiers" as 
the focus moves up through the gaps between the church rafters to British fighter 
planes flying off to meet the enemy. 
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So, next time you (we) complain about the inconvenience that this terrible epidemic 
has foisted upon us, remember that, like the Miniver family, we must do our part to 
put this all behind us.  Practice social distancing, wash your hands often, stay at 
home as much as possible until this is over, wear a mask when you go out and, most 
of all, PRAY.  God is on our side and will fight for us when we turn to him and ask.” 
 
Psalm 103:2-3: “Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all of his benefits, who 
forgives all your sins and heals your diseases.”  
 

Philippians 4:6: "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus."   

 
 
 
 

 
 

--FINIS-- 


