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CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
 
1953 – Mariann (Walton) 
            McCornack  
mgm2010@comcast.net 
 

  
 

 
1954 – Betsy (Neff) Cote 
betsycote@Atlanticbb.net 
 
 

 
  1955 –  Volunteer Requested 

 
 
 
1956 – Edie (Williams) Wingate 
WingW@aol.com 
 
 

 
 
1957 – William Douglas 
rwmdouglas@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
 

 
1958 – Pat (Terpening) Owen 
nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
1959 – John “Mike” Hall 
MGHall446@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
1960 – Ren Briggs 
rpbjr@frontiernet.net 
 
 
 
 
1961 – Betsy (Schley) Slepetz 
bslepetz@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
1962 – Dona (Hale) Ritchie 
Dona.Ritchie@att.net
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A little reminder to all –if/when you change your email address, please let Pat Terpening 
(58) Owen nemoamasa@sbcglobal.net  or me know, if you want to continue to receive the 
newsletter. Too many times we only find out when you send us an email saying you haven’t 
received the newsletter in few months. Thanks, guys. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Memories of Bushy Park       
 
Robert Harrold (60) maintains a Bushy Park website at 
BushyPark.org. Among the things you can see at this website 
is a “Guestbook”, in which many website visitors have left 
comments. There are many entries, dating back to April 2007.   
Here is a direct link: Bushy Park Guest Book 
 
 
 
 

From: Valerie Filinson (61) Katz 
 

Thanks so much for keeping this going.  I look at all the pix and it all went by 
so quickly yet remains in my memory as clear as if it happened a few months 
ago.   My heart does a little twitter that I didn't keep in touch with many of my 
friends, with whom I only shared 18 months ’59 & ‘60 my sophomore and 
junior year, until my dad got very ill and we left for stateside.   

 

I had more than 18 months of adventures going to Germany with the team on a train that 
got separated and the guys came home a few days later, trips to Cornwall, parties at my 
house, when my parents went away for a weekend only to return early..., meeting relatives 
from the USA in Paris, traveling to Europe was a weekend adventure, not to mention seeing 
Churchill get out of his car chewing on a stogie in front of his family home.   My first taste 
of Stilton cheese, seeing the birthplace of Shakespeare and seeing my first stage play that was 
the opening of “West Side Story” in London with Sharon Zink.  No one can ever understand 
how we were a family there and it was beautiful.   I have lost a few dear friends I had either 
kept in touch with all those years or after 50 years found them only to have a short time 
together.     
 

I keep in touch, but not often enough with Tom Dixon and Sandy Paul Reinhardt and rarely 
Norman Alm who resides in Scotland teaching college, always brilliant and always kind.   
 

Happy New Year and stay safe.   I'm on the list here in Texas for my vaccine very soon, the 
one joy of being 78.   
 

Thank you to everyone who contributes, it brings back sweet times.  I lived in North Ruislip 
in a beautiful home my mom and I found, so I was bussed into Central High daily in the rain, 
fog and rare sunshine and never minded the long drive.    
Valerie Filinson Katz '61 
 
 
 
 

### 
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From: James Sherry (61) 
 

Fabulous issue.  Many thanks. 
 

I was at Bushy Park for only a year, my first year in high school in ‘57-‘’58.  We 
lived in nearby Teddington, so I was a day hop and envious of the boarders. 
 

That was one of the happiest years of my young life.   
 

My father was assistant Army Attache in London and worked all hours, so we didn’t get to 
see him much during the years we were in England, ‘55 to ‘’58.  And like your correspondent 
in the current issue, we also traveled on the Goethals, returning home on the Geiger. 
 

Dad was next assigned to Fort Slocum, a small island in Long Island Sound off New Rochelle, 
NY.  I had two more years at New Rochelle High School and my senior year at Bayside High 
in Queens after we relocated again, this time to Fort Totten. 
 

My father retired while I was at Fordham University in the Bronx.  The family had 
decamped to Boston, while I went off to Germany as a 2nd Lieutenant.  Tours in Vietnam, 
Sandia Base, NM, Germany again, and Redstone Arsenal, AL followed. 
 

I’m now retired in Winchester, VA, doing volunteer work with a conservation outfit and a 
local halfway house, although laying low during the pandemic has interfered 
somewhat.  Nonetheless, it’s been a wonderful life with one of the highlights having been that 
one year at Bushy Park. 
 

Thanks again for a terrific newsletter.  I look forward to it every month. 
 

Jim Sherry ‘61 
 

### 
 
 

 
From: Sean Kelly ‘78 
 
Hi all This is Sean Kelly in England.   Ron Crowe may have sent this 
communication to you already, but in case not – well you may want to let 
your fellow Bobcats know the following in case any are interested. 
 

        Regards to all of you from across the years 
                    Sean Kelly ’78 

        (Son of LCHS Teacher Martha Gail Kelly) 
  
“For Bobcats and any friends you have from other DoDDS school locations – I have heard from 
Peter Drysdale - son of DoDDS Administrator and American Overseas Schools Historical Society 
(AOSHS) founding father Peter Drysdale Jr. Peter says the following:  
"Perhaps of some interest to Bobcats:"” 
https://weservedtoo.wordpress.com/2020/11/22/call-for-stories-schooling-with-uncle-sam 
 
 

### 
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From: Anthony Taylor (58) 
 

ROCK AND ROLL ISN'T DEAD YET! [See video below] 
 

Do you remember?   TAC 🕺 
 

Tony with Jeanine (one of the visiting Belgian students… she is now over 80 
and probably has 5 grandchildren). 

 

Anthony Taylor (58) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill - hopefully this will come through. I know the video won't be able to be done in the 
newsletter but sending it for the picture of Tony Taylor (58) and Jeanine from Belgium. 
 

The Class of 1958, in order to reduce costs for our Senior Class Trip to Belgium for the 1958 
World's Fair in Brussels, invited Belgian students to stay in England with us for a week, 
attend school with us, etc., and in exchange we stayed with Belgian families during our stay 
for our class trip.  
 

(This last paragraph was something I added to explain the picture for those who weren't 
there during that time). Pat Owen (58) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Double Click picture to see video 
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Letters to the Editor 
 
 

From: Sean Kelly LCHS ‘78 
(Son of the late Martha Gail Kelly) 
 

All - Happy New Year.  I hope all is well - and that everyone is staying as 
Covid-safe as possible.  This past year is one we all want in the rear-view 
mirror.      

 

There’s not a lot of other Bobcat information from me at the moment - unless one of you is 
on the Facebook site for London Central High School and West Ruislip Photos.  Ron is a 
member of that site, too, I believe.  
 

However, one thing you may want to be aware of is this - last year a guy contacted me about 
creating a Bobcat Challenge Coin - we have done so.  It can be seen here.  We put  
High Wycombe base on the flag side because there was where LCHS had its ‘final resting 
place’ but you’ll see Bushy Park and Bushey Hall on the other side.  
 

The maker, Jamie Thomas, only orders them in batches of 50.  The first batch has gone but 
he’s about halfway into orders for a second batch.  They are about $14.50 each plus postage 
I believe.  For the sake of full disclosure - I don’t have any monetary involvement in them - 
I just wanted to see a challenge coin made of Bobcats / LCHS.  
 

Jamie can be contacted on: germany_countryboy@yahoo.com       
 

Just put in the Subject Line – “London Central Challenge Coin Order” and let him know 
how many you want, be it 1 or more. 
 
Then wait. It may take a couple of months - he has to get 50 orders. When he reaches 50 
emails, he places an order with the foundry and he then lets you know and will then tell you 
how to pay him, 
etc.  Postage is more 
if you happen to be 
overseas!  
 

All the Bobcats who 
ordered from the 
first batch had 
no problems. 
 

I hope this is of 
interest.  
 

I have some other 
items that may be of 
interest, but will 
have to get back to 
you all soon.  Stay 
safe! 
 

Sean Kelly LCHS ‘78 
(Son of the late Martha Gail Kelly) 
 

 sean@us1uk.com 
*** 
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From: Sean Kelly LCHS ‘78 
(Son of the late Martha Gail Kelly) 
 

I am truly proud and honoured today to see mention of my involvement in regard to a unique 
George Medal awarded to an American for gallantry and bravery return to UK after nearly 
70 years. 
January 31, 2021 will mark the 68th anniversary of the devastating North Sea Flood - a storm 
surge that swept down the East Coast of England and flooded coastal communities there and 
in the Netherlands. The devastating flood took lives 2,551 lives - in the UK that included 307 
deaths and among them 16 Americans. 
USAF personnel then stationed at RAF Sculthorpe both lost their lives but were also involved 
in dramatic rescues of the local citizenry. And two USAF personnel - Reis Leming and 
Freeman Kilpatrick - were subsequently honoured with Britain’s highest peacetime award 
for gallantry and bravery - the George Medal. (The George Cross can only be won by British 
Military personnel) 
Plenty was known about Mr. Leming (GM) who became the first to receive the award, but 
very little was known about the late Freeman Kilpatrick (GM) who also received the award.  
A decade ago, I set out to find him - it took a long while, but I eventually did in the year 
before my book, “Home Bases”, came out and, thanks to his family, managed to undertake 
a phone interview in which he recollected some of his memories of that fateful day, the 
awards ceremony and his time in England. Initially I wondered how I could include the 
interview in the book I was then writing.  
The trouble was that “Home Bases” was to be a book about the US Military bases and 
American GIs in and around London, England. Sculthorpe is about 121 miles from London! 
But somehow, I knew in my heart that his story would be something I should try to record 
for posterity. And that was confirmed to me the moment I got to speak to him in the year 
before the book came out.  
But as I listened to him tell me how events unfolded that fateful night and his story of how 
his house and others were flooded out and then washed away, how he immediately went to 
warn and help others - I knew I had to include it. And then I quickly realized that it did 
qualify…and only in part because he had to come to London to be presented with the George 
Medal - one of only two Americans to receive it in peacetime and five Americans to ever have 
received it. (Three American GIs received the George Medal during WWII.)  
Furthermore, for him - and, indeed, for me - there was a far more important reason he would 
come to London later on…that had nothing to do with the floods and the presentation of the 
George Medal. 
The funny thing was that even though he was presented a medal by the British Home 
Secretary of the time, Sir David Maxwell Fyfe (the Queen, who had conferred the awards, 
was sadly not able to at the time), it was immediately taken away from him by the US Military 
command, who said he couldn’t wear it! However, officials did repatriate it to him, when he 
finished his tour of duty. 
A few years ago, the highly dedicated Ian Brown, who was setting up the RAF Sculthorpe 
Heritage Centre, read my book and got in touch. People of Hunstanton have never forgotten 
the flood or its deadly impact. Nor have they forgotten what the GIs (some of whom were 
also among the dead) had done for them. 
Though it took some time Brown was able to reach out through me to family of the by then 
late Freeman Kilpatrick to make them aware of the esteem in which Freeman Kilpatrick is 
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held. It was last year that the family, led by Freeman’s son, Alex, magnanimously decided 
the George Medal awarded to him should be displayed for the time being in the UK close to 
where it was earned. 
The George Medal will now join a replica of the Silver Pheasant, an award presented by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk, Sir Edmund Bacon in 1954 to the then USAF base commander 
Col. David M. Jones to thank the USAF for their work in the crisis. The original silver 
pheasant was presented to Norwich Library in 1962 when the 47th Bombardment Wing, 
which had been headquartered at RAF Sculthorpe, was tasked back to the United States. 
Sadly, the award was destroyed in the 1994 fire at the Library. 
Freeman’s story appears in “Home Bases” under the chapter title “George & Me”. It is a 
story of determination, heroism and, also, a heartbreaking twist along the road of life. And 
it’s that twist that gave him a further connection with London - though it was the last the 
Kilpatrick family would ever have wanted. 
And it’s the only story that I have written in my life that still causes me to cry when I re-read 
it. 
In honor of the late Freeman Kilpatrick and his family: Thank you for your service, your 
heroism, your family’s generosity in allowing this incredible honor to be loaned back to the 
UK. 
And thank you for allowing me to tell me your story! 
The pictures below are from the Heritage Centre display and includes the George Medal 
Kilpatrick received, the presentation of the medals to him and the wry humour he displayed 
as he went back to find remnants of his former home in Hunstanton!  
Amazing man and an amazing act of bravery given the circumstances.  
You can read more about the floods, about RAF Sculthorpe Heritage Centre: 
 

https://www.edp24.co.uk/lifestyle/the-floods-of-1953-graphic-how-it-all-unfolded-
552198?fbclid=IwAR2Vu-JxGz_of7LN4TdqTdq-ZzGiBj-
an_5iSDTBnVHS42tAqYTWqO8XR7c 
 

https://www.rafsculthorpeheritagecentre.org/?fbclid=IwAR3zh7fU-
Fh23303tm8JobHZbu2vrEtPxUaNV8hsLjf7PAgBUy8NSxLq7xY 
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CORRECTED VERSION of entry in January 2021 issue: 
 
While researching the Class of 1956, Pat Owen came across this article about Billie Moe 
(57) Crouse writing a book about her dad, Stanley Moe. The book is available on Amazon 
or directly from Billie Moe Crouse at billiecrouse@gmail.com . 
 

An obituary for Stanley Moe is at the link below: 
 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/latimes/obituary.aspx?n=stanley-allen-
moe&pid=146088820 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--FINIS-- 


